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SERMON. 


PSALM uxxxv. 11. 


TRUTH SHALL SPRING OUT OF THE KARTH; 
AND RIGHTEOUSNESS SHALL LOOK DOWN 
FROM Heaven. 


HERE isa grandeur and elegancy in the 
ancient poetry of the Eaft, which, in fome 
particulars, has beén unequalled in modern 

times. The words which I have read to you include 
aftriking illuftration of the propricty of this remark, 
in which ¢ruth and. rightcoufire/s, two of the mo ex- 
alted virtues confpiring to ennoble the human Tace, 
are reprefented as forming both an eafy and a happy 
junction—the one afcending from #he earth as when 
foe bringeth forth her bud, or from ihe garden when it 
canfeth the things that are fown in it to Spring up—the 
other looking down like the benignant fun in his daily 
courfe, directing us by his rays, and refrefhin 


¢ ‘ ig us 
with his heat. 


To a perfon of tafte and f{cience, the recital of the 
text will, on this account, communicate an elegant 
pleafure. But when it is confidered that, added to 


this circumftance, it contains a prophetic declaration 


applying 


eS yas | 


applying to the flate of man, we become interefted in 
it asa public body. On the prefent agreeable occafion, 
it folicits our attention, and will not fail, I hope, to 
afford us entertainment in our feveral {tations and 
capacities as good foldiers or as flatefmen, as philofophers 
and as Chriftians. 

Wrz you permit me to add, I contemplate it with 
fatisfaction, that at the requeft of this ancient and hon- 
ourable Company, \ have it in my power to addrefs you 
at a time, when, judging of the ftate of improvement, 
and the revolutions in the world, the prophecy which 
it contains, feems to be faft verging to an accom- 
plifhment. Scarcely will it be needful to obferve 
that it has an evident relation to the Meffiah’s reign 
on earth, embracing fome profperous condition of 
things, furpafling any which has yet appeared, 
when the knowledge and love of truth, which the 
Pfalmift, by a bold and brilliant figure, defcribes as 
coming from the earth, fhall really arife in the hearts 
of men, and the fun of righteoufue/s look down and 
{mile with bleffings on them. 


Inptrp beautiful as the text is, it comprifes little 
more than an epitome of the illuftrious fignatures of 
the times it fo happily foretels ; in which, relying oe 
this and other gracious promifes to the fame ee 
we find that knowledge, liberty, peace, holinefs, a 
happinefs will univerfally prevail. 


iy attempting to perform the duty annexed to 
the fubject, it will be natural for me then, in the 
FIRST PLAcE, to propofe to you fome of the €v!- 
dences corroborating the text, on which the ee 


y according to the theory of another clafs 
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tion of fo glorious an era appears to be’ founded— 
offering fome general remarks concerning the time 
in which it may be expected. Having done this, I 
Shall seconpry confider the means which will prob- 
ably confpire to its introduction—fubjoining a few 
obfervations on the methods of improving the pre- 
fent complexion of things in the world at large, and 
our country in particular. 


Amone the facred references to this important cra, 
the following, which are felected from many others, 
appear to be fufficiently explicit. The earth fhall be 
Sul of the knowledge of the Lord, as ibe waters cover the 
fea. Wifdom and knowledge foall be the Srability of ike 
times. There fhall be abundance of peace. They fpail 
beat their fwords into ploughfbares, and their Spears into 
pruning hooks : Nation fhall not lift up fword againft 
nation, neither fball they learn war any mor 3 for they 
foall not burt nor deftroy. All the ends of the earth Jealt 
remember, and turn unto the Lord. In his days hall the 
righteous flourifo. And it fhail come to pals, that in the 
place where it was faid unto them, Ye are not my 
there it fhall be faid unto them, Ye are the 
living God. And men fhall be bleffed in him : 
(hall call him bleffed. 


Various fentiments have been held by commen_ 
tators relating to the ime, when thefe diftinguifhable 
prophecies will be fulfilled. Whilt One clafs of 
writers has dated its exiftence at a feafon Prior to the 
general refurrection or conflagration of the world— 


People, 
Sons of the 
All nations 


» It is not to 


be expecied *till the fecond advent of our Saviour on 


the 


pe mR 
the great day of judgment ; after which, it is fup< 
pofed that the righteous will reign with the Redeemer 
onthe earth, new formed amidft the convulfion which 
isto pafS upon the fyftem, and:properly prepared for 
their reception. 


Tue prefent opportunity will not admit of a par- 
ticular difcuffion of the fubje&t. As it is intereft- 
ing in its nature, and intimately conneéted with the 
bufinefs of the difcourfe, I {hall however briefly offer 
to you a few remarks, inclining me to give the prefe- 

_ténce to the former of thefe theories. 


In the ji? place, it is to be preferred on ac- 
count of the general complexion of the language 
ufed by the infpired writers in its numerous repre- 
fentations. When we read of People and of Nations 
employed in converting their warlike weapons into 
inftruments of hufbandry—of ‘ke mountains bringing 
Jorth peace, and the little bills producing vighteoufuefs,* 
we find ourfelves tranfported among beings of our 
own clafs and order—we mix in thofe fcenés which 
have little or no affinity with the employments of the 
tefurrection ftate—being vaftly more allied to the 
Circumftances of the earth in its prefent fituation, 
than when it will have been melted and transformed 
by fite. “And whatever allowance may be made for 
the'figurative manner in which the prophetic authors 
were accuftomed to indite their thoughts, the appli- 
Cation of evety Metaphor is excluded from this fub- 
ject by WwW 


hat we learn in reference to the continue: 
° 


* Plalm xxii. 3, 


Ee 


i oe ma 


of the feafon, which the Pfalmift fays will beias Jong 
as the fun and the moon fhall endure.t 

Srconpiy; the doétrine, I think, is to be inferred, 
with fome degree of propriety, from a confideration 
of the nature and perfection of the divine govern- 
ment and adminiftration over all human affairs. 


Jupcinc from what appears to have been the de- 
fign of the Creator, it is not fo eafy to fuppofe that 
a period will be put to the world by judgment 
and by conflagration, until a change has paffed on it 
for the better. Scarcely does it feem fufficient for 
the gratification of the good man to think that the 
clouds which have hovered round this terraqueous 
globe, fhould be fucceeded by the brightnefs of fome 
future ftate.. As more honoraty, in his eftimation, 
to the Almighty Architect, may it not be expected 
that the darknefs, which, through divine permif— 
fion, has been fpread over the earth, by the great 
adverfary of God and man, will be diffipated long 
before the fetting of the fun—that be who crept in, 
by his wiles, into’ the habitations of men, will event. 
ually be driven from them, having firft been con_ 
quered on his own) affumed ground—that where in 
-confequence of his former fuccefs, innumerable thorns 
and briars have rifen up, the myrtle tree will ‘put 
forth its fragrant leaves, and the little fhrubs their 
aromatick fruit—and that in exchange for Eden, once 


; the 
In the 2oth chapter of Revelation we are informed indec: 

ay of this time, the tranquillity will be patra a little foie 
mies atifing in various quarters of the earth. But confidering whaeus added 
concerning the inefficacy of the attempt, owing to the dire& inter ofition of hea 
ven in defence of the friends of righteouinefs, immediately precee Nine the ites 
ment and end of the world, the propriety of the obfervation fill appetts, wlenue 
is faid of this happy era thatit fhall lat as long as the fun and moon, 7 
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the happy, but forfeited feat of the two progenitors 
of mankind, a new paradife will be formed, which 
inftead,of being circumfcribed by the fmall bounds, 
capable of having been traverfed by. Adam or by Eve, 
will be from fea to fea, and extend from ihe river to 
the ends.of the earth. , 

Inpvezxp of the rife and glory of fuch a diftinguifh- 
ed time, we find there has been a general impreffion 
with many of the moft refined and polithed nations 
of the world. It is the feafon particularly noticed 
by the ancients under the defcriptions of the goldex 
age—the mighty years—the halcyon days, prognofti- 
cated by their common bards, and celebrated by 
their more refined poets. The Pollioof Virgil feems 
as if it had been compofed with a pointed reference 
to the diftinguifhed circumftances of the important 
era; in which the writer, no otherwife miftaken 
than in the name and title of his profeffed hero, 
boldly rifes on the lofty ftrains rehearfed in the imi- 
tation of the celebrated Pope,— 


The Saviour comes, by ancient bards foretold ; 

Hear him ye deaf, and all ye blind behold. 

No more hall nation againft nation rife, 

Nor ardent warriors meet with hateful eyes. 

The lambs with wolves fhall graze the verdant mead, 

And boys in flow’ry bands the tyger lead. 

No figh—no murmur, the wide world {hall hear ; 

tour ev'ry face, he wipes off ev’ry tear. 

Fed is his word—his faving pow’r remains ; 

His realm for ever lafts—the great Meffiah Sg 
nS 


T Said to be taken from.a Sibylline miesh which, by whatever fraud ob- 


faunas corroborates the idea of the general expedtation of the times of which it 
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“Thus, as in the feventh day in the firft facred week, 
ovhen the Supreme Architect made a-paufe, and con- 
templating what he had produced out of the preceed- 
ing chaotic ftate, pronounced it very good, and fanc- 
tified it to man—as on the fabbatical year in the Jew- 
ifh economy when the land had reft—/, in this prom_ 
ifed time of jubilee, the world fhall enjoy an uninter— 
rupted feries of happinefs and compofure—the be- 
neficent and wife defigns of heaven relating to the 
prefent ftate, affiume the femblance of winding to a 
clofe ; and the affirmation of the angel to the Evan- 
gelift be accomplifhed, when he faid, that i# the days 


- Ff the voice of the feventh angel, when he foall begin to 


jfound, the myfter God fhould be finifhed, as he hath de- 
¢lared to bis fervants the prophets.* 


In the seconp divifion of the difcourfe, it was 
propofed to confider the means, leading to the intro- 
duction of this aufpicious day. Among thefe, I con- 
ceive that the progrefs of {cience in the world, holds a 
confpicuous rank. Defpotic governments, with their 
concomitant evils, always maintain their firength 
proportionate to the degrees of ignorance among 
the people. The dominion of tyranny is properly 
fpeaking a dominion of darkne/s—fupported by the 
impofition of fal/chood under the pretended veftiges 
of truth—encrvating the mental powers of human 
beings, and degrading them from the rank of 
men. Terrible in its external form, but bafe with. 
in, it may be compared with the image in Nebu- 


chadnezzar’s 


* Rey, x. 7-—It is well known that Seven is a kind of facred number in the 
feriptures, fignifying in the feveral revolutions and divifions of time, a feafon of 
religion and reft- For further particulars and their application to this fubjec. 
the reader ig referred to Loman and other commentators on the prophecies, >” 


[mJ 
chadnezzar’s vifion, the head of which was of gold, 
but the feet of iron, mixed with rotten clay.— 
Againft this, the kingdom of the Meffiah is pro- 
feffedly introduced, which, like the ftone cut out 
of the mountain without hands; will eventually 
overthrow the ufurping idol, and maintain its place 
for ever. Indeed, unlike the kingdoms of this 
world, it is of a fpiritual nature—defigned to illumi- 
nate the underftandings, and regulate the affections 
of its fubjeéts. By informing them for what pur- 
pofes they were fent into the world—enjoining a 
fupreme veneration to the great Author of their be- 
ing, and next to this, an affectionate regard to one 
another, as children of the fame - Father—par- 
takers of the like wants, and brethren of one com- 
mon family, it is eminently calculated to meliorate 
the events whichimay be expected by them in human 
life, until they are firft prepared, and afterward tranf 
lated to heaven. It is the kingdom which God has 
given to his Son—the laws by which it is governed— 
the promifes which give it life, and the fanctions ad- 
miniftring to its fupport, being written by Prophets 
and Apoftles infpired for the honourable work, and 
Suided by a hand which is divine. ¢ 
Wirn much reafon it might be expected, that 
Principles thus pure in themfelves, and friendly to 
the common benefit of mankind, would be difrelifh- 
ed by defpots and their dependants, whofe object is 
1 monopoly of power, as it is of grandeur and wealth- 
Either therefore by a direct denial of the authenticity 
of the facred feriptures, or by the eftablifhment of 
religious 
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religious hierarchies, profeffedly affifting, but atu. 
ally fubverting their operation, a great part of the 
governments which have “hitherto exifted in the 
world, have united with meretricious zeal. From 
fuch powerful caufes, aided no doubt by the moral 
depravity annexed to human nature in general, throw~ 
ing a veil before the intellectual vifion, it has come 
to pafs that the progrefs of religious fcience has, for 
many ages, been comparatively fmall. But the in- 
tereft of mankind is too deeply concerned, to allow . 
fuch licentious impofitions to remain perpetual. 
The enlarged cultivation of the art of printing, by 
which the mild and equitable principles of our re- 
ligion become more generally known—the great in- 
creafe of commerce, introducing man to an ac. 
quaintance with his fellow man—the burdens inci- 
dent to tyrannical governments, with the public 
bankruptcies which are threatened in confequence 
of the wanton wars concerted through the meer 
ambition of ftatefmen and of princes, will no doubt, 
confpire in time, to produce alarms, where defpo- 
tifm now prevails, occafioning many revolutions, in 
which the people will judge it prudent to take the 
lead. 

Forestrtnc thefe things, it has pleafed the beney_ 
olent Creator of the world, plainly to foretel that the 
time will certainly come when mankind univerfally 
fhall be free. And he has foretold it, not only as a 
probable event, refulting from an application of the 
«truths of revealed writ to the general benefit of foci. 
ety, but as that, which by his wife and holy provi- 


dence, . 


tae 

dence, he is determined to bring to pafs. The lan, 
sage in which he has aflerted it is, J she Lord will 
Perform it. In the government of the world, he no 
doubt, acts by means—making ufe of the reafon and 
‘abilities of his creatures in the accomplifhment of his 
Wie defions, Acquainted with thefe means, and 
reafoning from analogy, we may often judge of their 
©Pecration with agreat degree of probability and pre- 
Cifion. But there would be an uncertainty attending 
all human things, were they to be left unaided by 
the cencurrent influence of a divine and overruling 

Mind. By ways and methods which are often ont 

of fight by ws, but perfectly coincident with the 

Well known and eftablifhed do@rine of the moral 

liberty and free agency of man, the purpofes of infi- 

nite Wifdom are brought ‘to view. In expectation 

of the Joyful jubilee on which we are now contem- 

plating, we may therefore rely not only. on the prob- 

able conjungion of natural caufes and effects, but 

More furely on the divine promife certifying the 

event, and making it the proper obje@ of a rational 

and yet implicit faith. Thus fupported by the uni- 

ted aids of reafon and revelation—to the pleafure, 

We add the triumph of our faith, in anticipating the 


happy era, when, in every nation .under heaven, the 
Des of the blind will be opened, to releafe the prifoucrs — 


Sil their prifon, and them that fit in darknefs from the 
Pron-boufe—aphen the broken-hearted fall be comforleds 
and liberty proclaimed to the captive—tbey that erred in 
Spirit, being brought to underflanding, and they that mitt- 


mured to found doéfrine, 
Ty 
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In the preceeding: obfervations, the view which 
we have taken, has beef principally confined to the 
emancipation of mankind from the-thackles of op-= 
preffion, and the emporium of reafon in every nation 
of the world.. A more important article included in 
this promifed-era, is: that of the univerfal prevalency 
of religion ; which, as it will be productive of? the 
peaceful ftate fo beautifully defcribed by the pro- 
phetic writers, will operate, with like fuccefs, to 
complete the happinefs and glory of the times. 


Axcuine from the maxims already propofed, it is 
eafy to conceive that at lea{t there may be a decided 
conviction of the value. of political liberty, anda 
general {trugele in its behalf, where the knowledge 
of religion in its fpirituality and truth is by no means 
univerfal in its operation. The idea of intere/t alone, 
refulting from the improvements made in fociety by. 
experience and by time, may be fufficiently operative 
in. the production of very aftonifhing changes in the 
political world. Whilft we are at no: lofS. therefore 
in accounting for the exiftence of fuch changes in the 
former of thefe articles, we feem to be under the ne- 
ceflity of examining ftill further for the ‘caufe of the 
latter. ‘ 

Anp this I conceive to be no other than the ani-_ 


" mating influence of the Divine Spirit, which, when 


to anfwer the wife purpofes for which the Deity gave 
permiffion, the myftery of iniquity will have faffici. 
ently worked—the weaknefs of all error been detect 
ed, and the force of moral principles obtained at leaft 
a fpeculative triumph, he will then plentifully com- 

: municate 
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municate to the world; and thus, by refining the 
minds of men, will confirm them in the belief of re= 
ligious truth—by meliorating their difpofitions, in- 
fure to them the enjoyment of liberty and peace— 
and by fanctifying their hearts, prepare them for the 
reception of every blefling they can enjoy both here, 
and for ever hereafter. 


Tuen shall the reign of yirtue—the expected time 
of reft—the promifed Sabbath—the Meffiah’s king- 
dom on earth, be happily confummated ; and the 
ancient prophecy of Daniel, comprehending many 
others of more recent date, advance to its complete 
fulfilment—I faw in the night vifions, and bebold one 
like the Son of Man, came with the clouds of heaven, 
and came to the Ancient of Days, and they brought him 
near before him. And there was given bim dominion, and 
glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations aid Tans 
guages foould ferve him: his dominion is an everlafling 
dominion which fhall not pafs away, and his kingdom that 
which fhall not be deftroyed. 


Procrepine now from general principles to their 
application, it may be proper in this place, to take 
a view of the prefent ftate of focicty in the world, 
and enquire in what progrefs it appears to be toward 
the enjoyment of the expected bleffings—fo far-ef- 
pecially as relates to the articles of knowledge and 
liberty, which according to the account that has 
been given, will be progreffive in their operation, 
preceeding the univerfal prevalency of religion which 


will crown: the whole. 
AND 


ad 
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Axp I muft take occafion here to congratulate my 
#efpected hearers, not only on the prefent political 
ftate of their country, but on the circumftance of 
theit having lived in an age, when, as among the 
heavenly bodies, a newly difcovered planet, through 
the penetration of an Her/chel, was added to the fyf- 
tem of which the earth is part, fo the United States 
of America, by a mighty movement in the great order 
of human things, were at the fame time brought 
forward to the admiring gaze of all the fons of free- 
dom, and amidft their acclamations, took rank among 
the nations of the world. 


Ir will be needlefs to attempt the recital of the 
remarkable {cenes accompanying the proceftion of 
this great event. With thofe who now hear me, and 
have borne no inconfiderable part, as ftatefmen in 
projeéting—as foldiers by confirming, and as phi- 
lanthropifts in contemplating them, their memory 
will be coequal with the duration of life. The prin- 
cipal bufinefs before us is the confideration of their 
effects. And important as thefe have been to the 
inhabitants of the United States, the circumftance 
which renders the revolution of the hicheft value ig 
the influence which it appears to have on the fenti_ 
ments of mankind in general, arifing from the per- 
ception that it embraces no other than the common 
caufe of the great majority of people in every clime 
and nation of the globe——Where is the place in 
which the political doctrines which gave it birth— 
the actions by which it was fuftained—the fignal 
providences appearing in its behalf, with the unparal- 


leled 
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leled fuccefs by which it was finally crowned, have 
not been received with avidity, and contemplated 
with furprize ? From the general difcuffion it has 
introduced on the fubject of national politicks, a de- 
gree of light has emanated, through which many 
ancient but falfe maxims have been highly exploded 
—the defign of government, with the proper bufinefs 
of public magiftrates been freely difcuffed ;—and 
whilft the antiquated notion of the divine commiffion 
and authority of earthly fovercigns, true only as it 
related to the Jews, has been giving way to the more 
rational opinion that 7 ts God makes men, and men 
make kings, MAN has come forward in his proper 
garb on the theatre of human life, where, inftead of 
waiting like the filent mute for the fingle purpofe 
of external ornament, he has had his opinion to make 
known, and his part to act in the important drama. 


In the mean time, the objects of religious hicrar- 
chies have been clofely infpected. Exploded in the 
zew world, they have funk in eftimation in the old. 
It is perceived that the rights of confcience are too 
facred to be regulated by mortals. The language 
which has been held on the nature of religious liber— 
ty, has been fufficiently energetic to command an 
univerfal hearing ; and what a few years paift, would 
have brought the abettors to the dungeon or the 
flake, is now triumphant over the united influence 
of the Inquifitions in Spain and Portugal, or of the 
Vatican in Rome, 

ON the fubjec of political changes, it is impoffible 


to reflect without advertence to the prefent ftate of 
France. 
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France. Important to the world in general, it is in- 
terefting to Americans, both as the profefied friends 
of univerfal freedom, and the recipients of the af- 
fiftance of this magnanimous people, in a time of 
trouble. 


We love the French : It is the debt of gratitude, 
for they loved us. In France we have a brother. 
When the fair ftandard of American liberty was 
ere€ted, he heard the tidings. As the friend of li- 
berty, he croffed the Atlantic to behold and to pro- 
tect it. He put his foul into the act; and having 
returned with the affections of Columbia’s fons, 
Fayeife is now confpicuous near the like ftandard in 
his native country, to join in drefling it with its pro- 
per trophies, and to behold it flourifh. The time 
is come when the like trophies are in general admi- 
ration, and the fons: of freedom, in whatever place 
they dwell, are viewed as brethren. We have lived 
to fee the world in mighty motion—combinations 
forming to relieve the oppreffed and fet the fons of 
Afric free—the rights of man affumed—ftate prie 
fons torn—political and moral principles examined 
with becoming freedom ; and whilft mazy are running 
to and, fro, knowledge is increafing. c 

In fine—if it might not be deemed too particular, 
J fhould propofe it for enquiry, whether, judging 
from the paft as well as prefent combination of 
events, there is not fufficient reafon to conclude, 
that we have advanced to that important part of 
time delineated hicroglyphically in the vifion of St, 
John, by the pouring out of the fixth vial on the 

$ Euphrates ? 
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Euphrates ? in which time, as formerly by turning 
the waters of that river, and making the channel 
dry, a way was found for the admiffion of the Eaftern 
Kings Guus and Gyaxeres into Babylon, terminating 
in the deliverance of the Jews, then acknowledged 
to be the people of God, /o now, the floods of error 
are gradually pafling away before us, infroduéfory to 
the complete eftablifhment of the kingdom of righ-' 
teoufnefs and truth, when, after the yet expected fuc- 
ceffion of events, the feventh and laft angel will pour 
his vial into the air, the feat of Satan’s {way—a voice 
out of the temple of heaven from the throne will 
fay, It is done—the millenium ftate, or empire of 
holinefs commence with the diftinguithed luftre 
Promifed in the Meffiah’s reign, and the whole earth 
2e filled with bis glory. 
P Havine thus gone through with the principal 
ideas fuggetted by the text, and taken a view of the 
Prefent moral and political ftate of man, a few ob- 
{ervations fhall be fubjoined, arifing from the pars 
ticular fituation of our country, and on the happy 
methods of its improvement. ; 


Perita Ps it may be thought a miftake, but I fhall 
Aotwithftanding venture to obferve, that, confider- 
ing the degree of political knowledge prevailing in 
America, it appears to me to be next to impoffible 
ee *yranny fhould ever be eftablithed in the United 
mt sae fentiment, it is prefumed, is founded 
Cae on and nature of things : But if the pre- 

ing conftruGion of the feripture promifes be 


true, itis removed fill further from the admiffion 
of difpute. For 


Ee 3 
For myfelf therefore I muft confefs that I look 


forward, without the leaft anxiety on this article, 
and anticipate many fucceeding generations, cach 


-of them illuftrious for a happy race of freemen. It 


does not follow howéver, that we are to expect a 
complete exemption from political evils, In the 
prefent imperfect ftate of human nature, a revolution 
in the government may not only be productive of 


~a neceffary change of duties, but in fome refpects, of 


a change of dangers. There will every where be 
finifter and fordid men, who, when defirous of places 
of emolument or honour, will be lefs anxious con- 
cerning the means, than the certainty: of their at- 
tainment. Thefe are the time-fervers and the 
fycophants, who, in monarchical governments, will 
furround the court, or be feen cringing within the 
yortex of the throne ; and in the governments which 
are more popular, will be equally bufy, fluttering 
and negotiating, on all fides, in the affemblies of the 
people. The object of their attraction is the fame 
in one as in the other fituation: It is the power of 
ferving and promoting them, which, whether it be 
Jodged in many or in a few, like the thrines of De. 
metrius, will be fure of commanding a great croud 
of adorers, crying, though in more modernized lan- 
guage, Great is Diana of the Ephefians. 


ConsiDeERING this fubject with the attention jt 
deferves, may it not then, with propriety, be con- 
cluded, that one of the moft certain means produc. 
tive of the fafety and happinefs of a people, confifts 
in their ability to diftinguith and find out difinte- 

refted 


ae 


ptinciples, as the conftant candidates for the friend= 
fhip and efteem of thofe whom they profefs to ferve. 


What the confequence has been, where the: Church 
and State have been blended together, as in fome 
countries, is already difcovered. What the confe- 
quence may be, in relation to the prefent fyftem 
adopted in America, lefs than half a century now 
before us, will clearly determine. In the cftablifh- 
ment of the national fyftem of government, it is a 
matter, I conceive, which is worthy of attention. 
Whilft the clergy have no intereft clafhing with that 
of the laity’s, but the facred offices of religion are 
engaged in by the former from a fincere apprehen= 
fion of their importance, and fuitably encouraged 
by the latter from the like faith and motives, it may 


be prefumed that the moft falutary effe&s will be 


experienced by the community. In attempting to 
lay the foundation for the happinefs of pofterity, it 
is not only wife and virtuous, but abfolutely requi- 
fite, to callin the united aids of morality and re~ 
ligion, Never were the profpects of any people 
more promifing and glorious than thofe of the in-= 
habitants of thefe States, or the means and capacity 
greater for rendering them fuccefsful. Confequen- 
tial on the exertions productive of the Revolution 
in America, the mental abilities of her fons feem 
to have been brought forward at an carlier period 
than is ufual, and to have expanded to a fuller 
8rowth. From the contemplation of the vaft fcenes 
through which we paffed during the war, and the 


reat and important bufinefs which has been tran{- 
acted 
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acted fince the peace, there is an energy of mind, 
and a genius characteriftical of Americans, which, 
like the Eagle in the efcutcheon of the National 
Arms, delights itfelf in foaring high, and behold- 
ing objeéts which are great as well as deep. What 
tends ftill further to the growth of this mental in- 
vigoration, is the knowledge of the vaft capaciouf- 
nefs of the territory belonging to the United States, 
already increafing in population with the moft 
aftonifhing rapidity, and in like manner improving 
in thearts. It is to be expected that the fucceeding 
age will make progreffion both in agriculture and 
{cience, which, if it were poffible for us to behold 
it, would infpire our minds with equal wonder and 
delight. On the excurfiye pinions of imagination, 
we will now take the view. Roving by the peren- 
nial fountains, or on the verdant, banks of the me- 
andring ftreams, we perceive the bufy hufbandman 
employed in gathering the rich bounties of Ceres and 
Pomona—the hills around him vocal with the mu- 
fick of his bleating flocks—the meads and vallies 
blooming like the rofe. Where the Wigwam ftood, 
pehold the Capitol erects its lofty dome, and the fa- 
cred Church its {pire. Cities after cities rife to court 
the admiration of the obfervant eye; whilft Patrior- 
ifm and Philofophy find new Wa/bingtons and Haz 
cocks, Adanjes and Franklins, to add to the refplen- 
dency and importance of the times.—Thus it is that 
Fancy a{fumes the privilege to indulge her fportive 
flights. Guided, as fhe profeffes in the prefent cafe 
by the conductrefs Rea/on, her flights are not in vain. 

Hail 
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Mail to the rifing glory of this Weftern World! 
Hail to the more happy days of univerfal peace and 
freedom! Ler thy ways, O Lord, be known on earth s 
and thy faving health among all uations. 


As the fubjeét on which we have contemplated, is 
highly interefting to every friend of liberty and his 
country, there is, I conceive, a particular applica- 


tion of it due on this occafion, to the ancient and ° 


honourable Company, at whofe defire we are now 
affembled. 


Worthy and refpecied Gentlemen, 


Wiru pleafure I addrefs you as the members of 
an affociation, incorporated more than a century and 
half, as a military fchool and nurfery for officers, the 
utility of which has been experienced from its com~ 
mencement to the prefent time. Were it now a 
feafon of Alarm and War, it might have been requi- 
fite to have difcourfed to you on the immediate du- 
ties of the foldier, or on the proper ufe and defign 
of Arms. In the prefent tranquil fituation of the 
United States, I have prefumed there was no topick 
more naturally coinciding with your views, or better 

armonizing with the fpirit ufually cherifhed on 
this day, than fuch as might lead me to the ex- 
4 ne fome of the glorious fruits of the patt 
dane a 2 country in the caufe of truth and free- 
oes c gas they were the objects with your 
atta ree en it lately lent its generous aid in 
witht i W Avg banners ee the military field, 
Na timilar manner, awaken the fame anuna- 

; tion, 


ie wap 


tion, if, in the courfe of human events, there fhould 
ever be the neceffity of taking the field again. You 
ftudy taéticks from no delight in war, but from the 
laudable and benevolent principle of maintaining 
righteoufnefs with peace. - Infpired by fo rational 
and conciliating a motive, you are entitled to the 
thanks of your countrymen’ for the perfeverance 
which you manifeft in the duties of your inftitu- 
tion. From the refpectable abilities of the Off- 
cers whom in time paft you have chofen to com- 
mand you, as well as from the military knowledge 
and attention of the Captain {who leads your corps 
this day, you no doubt derive very effential advan- 
tage. Reflecting on the prefent glory of America, 
it is a fatisfaction which you owe yourfelves, to call 
to mind how many members of your affociation be- 
came diftinguifhed in the late noble conteft for our 
liberties, whofe heroick actions, with their names, 
rhe page of hiftory will faithfully tranfmit to the 


lateft times. 


Tur polite attentions, added to the prefence of 
your commander in chief, the Governour of this 
Commonwealth, with that of the principal Gentle- 
men in the civil and other offices in the State on. 
thefe publick days of your anniverfary election, muft 
be convincing teftimonies to you of their great 
efteem for your ancient corps, and their approbation 
of its honourable defign. Having performed the 
religious fervices of the Church, we fhall cordially 
accompany you to the Hall, where the feftive board 

will 


$ Colonel Jostan Waters. 


ff 28) i] 


will be furrounded by fo many friends and defenders 
of the proper rights of man, and the hilarity during 
the regalement, as well as through the future paf- 
times and military evolutions of the day, be the re- 
fult of thofe philanthropick fenfations which extend 
from our Country to every nation on the globe. _ - 
Recetve from us our moft hearty withes for your 
future profperity and honour. Engaged, in protect- 
ing the liberties of your countrymen, may you at 
the fame time experience the efficacy of that facred 
and religious freedom, which is propofed to Us 
through the great Captain of our fpiritual and ever- 
lafting falvation—that when you quit the ranks ee 
itant on earth, you may be admitted to the ance 
Companies in heayen—and putting off the fwor 
and buckler which are worn by Combatpnp ames re- 
Ceive the crowns of Conquerors in the celeftial ftate, 


To this refpe@able affembly in general, let a 
Row obferve, that pleafing as our political and other 
Profpects may be confidered, the time allowed us in 
which to enjoy them is fhort and tranfient ; after 
Which, our condué on the ferious queftion of their 
™Provement, will pafs a moft folemn and auguft 
review. An apprehenfion of the brevity of human 
Wife; thould inftrué us to comprize in it as many 
duties ag is poffible. Among thefe, I prefume, we 
a PHMEHE dlities Which we owe our country in 
Particular, and the world at large. 

Suan Tbe allowed to make the enquiry, whether 
to the other methods of improvement, and the 2U-_ 


Merous: inftitutions among us, the eftablifhment ye 
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a Revolution or Cor, fonal’ Society, might not “be 
attended with important advantages—part of the 
bufinefs of which thould confit in-a resular corref= 
pondency with thofejof the fame names in Europe, 
and the objects be the diffemination of the great 
principles of liberty and’good government, and the 
introduction of fome well-concerted plan among the 
nations, as the bafis of a univerfal peace.+ 


Tue happy influence of thefe Societies abroad has 
been confeffedly experienced ; and in fpeaking of 
them, I am led to pay a tribute of refpe to the 
memory of a diftinguifhed member, not long fince 
deceafed in Great-Pritain, whofe known attachment 
to the general caufe of liberty, and affectionate writ- 
ings a favour of the intereft of America, have in- 
f{cribed his name upon our hearts. Could we pay a 
vifit to the tomb of Door Price, we would thed a 
tear of friendfhip on his hallowed um ; or if the 
harmonious mufick of the band this day, could reach 
the dead, we would bid it ceafe a while its. martial 
notes, and foftly ftrike the funeral dirge. 


Wuar a bleffed revelation is the Gofpel of the 
Son of God, in which we learn, that after the body 
{inks, or goes to mingle with its native duft, the 
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Apirit {till furvives! In the great world of {pirits, 
the friends of liberty, in its moral and moft exten- 
five fenfe,. fhall meet in perfect and never-ending 
blifs.—And with this idea, I conclude.—Glorious 
as are the promifes we have contemplated relating 
to the profperous ftate of nations, and the happy 
days of univerfal jubilee, they are bounded by what 
may properly be called the events of time. The 
cloud-capt tow’rs—the gorgeous palaces—the folemn 
temples—the great globe itfelf, with all that it in- 
herit, fhall diffolve—and like the bafelefs fabrick of 
a vifion, leave not a wrack behind.” Or, in more 
energetick, becaufe infpired language—The heavens 
foall pafs away with a great noife, and the elements foall 
melt with fervent heat ; the earth alfo, pad the works 
that are therein, foall be burnt up. 


But there are other promifes which reach forward 
to eternity. If we are found among the friends of 
truth and virtue, we fhall be able to ftand unmoved 
amidft.the convulfions of the prefent fyftem ; for 
there are prepared for us #ew heavens and anew earth, 


wherein dwelleth righteoufne/s s and we fhall live 
eternally with the Lord.—To him be everlafting 


praifes, 
AM E N. 
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